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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania Senate and the House of Representatives will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
March 11 at 1:00 PM.  Between now and March 11, the House and Senate Appropriations Committees will 
be conducting their annual budget hearings with state agencies and departments.  Be sure to check our 
“Datebook” section of the Notebook for upcoming budget hearings dealing with education.  Click here for the 
complete Senate Appropriations Committee’s Budget Hearing Schedule. Click here for the complete House 
Appropriations Committee’s Budget Hearing Schedule. 
 
 

Senate  
 
On February 19, the Senate Appropriations Committee held a budget hearing with Budget Secretary 
Charles Zogby.  Concerning education issues, Secretary Zogby was asked by lawmakers to explain the 
Governor’s proposed basic education funding as it appears that poorer school districts are receiving 
smaller percentage increases than more affluent school districts, although poorer districts would receive 
larger increases in dollar figures.  In particular, Senator Judith Schwank (D-11) noted that the Reading 
School District is receiving a 1 percent increase, while Wyomissing School District, a wealthier district, is 
receiving a 6 percent increase.   
 
The Governor has proposed a $90 million increase over last year’s basic education appropriation.  
Secretary Zogby said the distribution formula considered a district’s Average Daily Membership (ADM) 
factor multiplied by the district’s aid ratio.  Zogby deferred further explanation to the Secretary of 
Education at the upcoming PDE budget hearing.   
 
Senator Schwank also commented on the “big thud” reaction among her local school officials to the 
Governor’s proposal to link education funding to privatization of the state’s liquor store system.  She said 
that she is wary of unsustainable money and likened it to the federal stimulus dollars that the Corbett 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://jakecorman.com/committee/appropriations/2013/budget-hearing-schedule-2013.pdf
http://www.pahouse.com/HACD/series/502/2013%20Budget%20Hearing%20Schedule%202-15-13.pdf


 
 

 2 

administration has vocally opposed.  Zogby responded by stating the Administration is stressing that this 
block grant funding (Passport For Learning) would be focused on one-time spending.  Senator Schwank 
countered with her belief that early education is not a one-time spend and noted that people are required 
to staff programs. .Click here to view video of the full proceedings.  
 
 

House of Representatives  
 
On February 20, the House Appropriations Committee held a budget hearing with the Pennsylvania 
Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA).  James Preston, President and CEO of PHEAA, 
provided a brief overview on the establishment and purpose of PHEAA.  According to Preston’s 
testimony, “PHEAA’s largest appropriation is for the need-based Pennsylvania State Grant Program, 
which is providing grant awards to more than 194,000 Pennsylvania students in the 2012-2013 award 
year.  In that same year, PHEAA was able to supplement the Commonwealth’s $344.9 million State Grant 
Appropriation with $75 million.  This supplement was entirely funded from PHEAA’s business earnings, in 
addition to the $9.7 million that the agency incurs annually to administer the program and to provide 
public service outreach at no cost to taxpayers.  This supplement helped to maintain a maximum State 
Grant award of $4,348.”   
 
The Governor has proposed level funding across all of PHEAA’s appropriations for the 2013-2014 
budget year and is requesting PHEAA to provide an additional $75 million to the supplemental grant 
program, which is $50 million more than the amount previously pledged by the PHEAA board.  Preston 
said that “PHEAA appreciates the Governor’s request and always endeavors to support the 
Commonwealth in any way we can.”  He also noted that PHEAA’s ability to provide supplemental funding 
is contingent upon PHEAA having sufficient financial resources to do so and any proposed allocation of 
PHEAA resources is subject to the Board’s review and approval.   
 
Preston also reported on the Institutional Assistance Grant (IAGs) program for which the Governor also 
proposed level funding at $24,389,000.  IAGs assist Pennsylvania’s independent or private non-profit 
institutions of higher education that do not receive a direct appropriation from the General Fund.  There 
are approximately 88 institutions that are eligible to receive IAG funding.  Based on current projections, 
PHEAA estimates that the per capita IAG award for 2013-2014 will be approximately $529.   
 
Click here to read Preston’s testimony.  To access video/ audio account of the hearing, click here.  
 
 

PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

On February 14, the Corbett administration announced that more than $3.7 million has been awarded 
to 15 public libraries across the Commonwealth through the Keystone Recreation, Park and 
Conservation Fund.  These awards will assist local communities in financing repairs and upgrades to 
library facilities.  The Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund, established in 1993, supports 
improvements to Pennsylvania communities, including public libraries.  Through this competitive grant 
program, municipal applicants could qualify for up to $500,000 for their local library, which must be 
matched dollar-for-dollar.  Eligible projects under this fund include Americans with Disabilities Act 
upgrades, new roofing, replacement windows, energy efficient upgrades to heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems, facility expansion and new construction.  Click here to view the list of libraries 
receiving these funds and the grant amounts. 
  
 

REPORTS 
 

 On February 19, the Equity and Excellence Commission released its final report to the U.S. 
Secretary of Education entitled “For Each and Every Child: A Strategy for Education Equity 
and Excellence.”  The report includes several recommendations to guide policymaking in the 
areas of: equitable school finance; improved teachers, leaders, and curricula; expanding 
high-quality early education; mitigating poverty's effects; and accountability/governance.  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/governor_corbett__along_with_legislators_and_education_and_business_leaders__discuss_passport_for_learning_block_grant_program.html
http://www.pasenategop.com/budget-hearings/2013/summary.htm
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/PHEAA022013.pdf
http://www.pahousegop.com/wsa.aspx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/corbett_administration_announces__3_7_million_in_grants_to_public_libraries.html
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The Commission was established in 2010 by the U.S. Secretary of Education “to examine the 
disparities in meaningful educational opportunities that give rise to the achievement gap, with a 
focus on systems of finance, and recommend ways in which federal policies could address such 
disparities.”  To read the full report and to learn more about the Commission’s work and 
composition, click here.   

 
 On February 20, the College Board released data as part of “The 9

th
 Annual AP Report to the 

Nation” that shows more high school graduates are participating and succeeding in 
college-level AP courses and exams than ever before.  Students who succeed on AP Exams 
typically experience greater overall academic success in college, and are more likely than their 
non-AP peers to graduate from college and to graduate on time.  However, the data from the 
report also indicate that hundreds of thousands of academically prepared students with the 
potential to succeed in AP, including a disproportionately large percentage of underserved 
minority students, are graduating from high school without having participated in AP.  Click here 
to read the full report.  

 
 

EPLC NEWS 

The March edition of “Focus on Pennsylvania Education” will look at the issue of Student Testing.  
The monthly show produced by EPLC and PCN will be broadcast on PCN at 9:00 p.m. on the 2nd 
Wednesday of every month, now through June, and then again this fall in September through 
December.  PCN typically repeats the broadcast at later times each month.  To learn more, visit 
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/.  

Information about sponsorships available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-
260-9900 or at cowell@eplc.org. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 On February 13, the Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center launched a new feature “Education 

Facts” on their website which is a compilation of publicly available data on enrollment in public, 
private, and charter education in the Commonwealth, as well as information about education 
funding and school poverty. 

 
 On February 21, the Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center held their annual budget summit 

focusing on Public Investments for Economic Competitiveness.  In addition to providing an 
overview of the Governor’s 2013-2014 Proposed Budget and an update on the federal budget by 
Joan Huffer, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, breakout sessions were held on current and 
proposed education policies and their implications for student learning opportunities and preparing 
students for the new economy, Medicaid expansion and what that means for Pennsylvania and 
building a fair tax system in the Commonwealth.  The keynote speaker for this year’s summit was 
Greg LeRoy from Good Jobs First.   

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The House Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the State-Related 
Universities (Pitt, Penn State, Temple and Lincoln) on Monday, February 25 in Harrisburg at 11:00 
AM. 
 

 The House Democratic Policy Committee will hold two public hearings on education funding on 
Tuesday, February 26 at the Reading Area Community College in Reading, and Wednesday, 
February 27 at the Bethlehem City Hall’s Town Hall in Bethlehem at 2:00 PM.  Click here for details. 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/eec/index.html
http://apreport.collegeboard.org/?affiliateId=cbhomehero&bannerId=AP_Report_to_the_Nation-Slot1
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
http://pennbpc.org/
http://pennbpc.org/pennsylvania-education-facts
http://pennbpc.org/pennsylvania-education-facts
http://pennbpc.org/
http://www.cbpp.org/
http://www.goodjobsfirst.org/
http://www.pahouse.com/PolicyCommittee/
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 The House Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education on Wednesday, February 27 in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM.  
 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with State Employees’ 
Retirement System (SERS)/Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) on 
Wednesday, February 27 in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM. 
 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the State-Related 
Universities (Pitt, Penn State, Temple and Lincoln) on Thursday, February 28 in Harrisburg at 9:30 
AM. 

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education on Monday, March 4 in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM. 
 

 The House Appropriations Committee will hold budget hearings with State System of Higher 
Education (PASSHE) at 1:00 PM and with the PA Commission on Community Colleges at 2:30 
PM in Harrisburg on Monday, March 4.   

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will a hold budget hearing with the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education (PASSHE) on Tuesday, March 5 in Harrisburg at 1:00 PM. 

 

 The House Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with Thaddeus Stevens College 
of Technology on Tuesday, March 5 in Harrisburg at 3:30 PM. 

 

 The House Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Budget Secretary- 
Office of the Governor/Executive Offices on Thursday, March 7 at 10:00 AM.  At 1:00 PM, the 
Committee will receive Members’ testimony regarding the proposed budget for FY 2013-2014.   

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 135 (mandate waiver program) 
on Tuesday, March 12 in Harrisburg at 9:00 AM.   

 

 The House Tourism and Recreational Development Committee will hold a presentation by the PA 
Historical and Museum Commission on funding and strategic plan on Wednesday, March 13 in 
Harrisburg at 9:30 AM.  
 

 The next meeting of the State Board of Education will be Harrisburg on March 13-14.  Agenda to 
follow. 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0135

